
 
 
Winnipeg Construction Association welcomes the Manitoba Restart Program 
 
WINNIPEG , May 7, 2020 – After calling on the provincial government to work with the construction 
industry to help stimulate the economy as we emerge from the COVID-19 pandemic, the Winnipeg 
Construction Association was happy to hear Premier Brian Pallister announce $500 million over two 
years for shovel-ready projects with the Manitoba Restart Program. 
 
“We think it’s a great start,” said WCA President Ron Hambley. “This program can help our province 
begin to deal with the infrastructure deficit that currently exists in Manitoba, and our industry is ready 
and willing to do our part to lift the economy up after this pandemic passes.” 
 
While WCA certainly welcomes this news from the province, it’s also true that much more can be done. 
Just yesterday, our neighbours in Saskatchewan announced a similar program, which sees the provincial 
government putting $2 billion more towards capital expenditures over the next two years. 
 
“Manitobans need new schools for our children, new aged-care facilities for our seniors, new EMS 
facilities for those in need and clean water and wastewater treatments for everyone,” said Hambley. 
“The industry will certainly be able to begin to work on some of these quality of life buildings with $250 
million a year, but we think there’s room for more to be done.” 
 
In order to best stimulate the economy, WCA recommends that the following principles be adopted 
while this infrastructure funding is being rolled out: 
 

• Ensure infrastructure projects are varied in size and scope to make sure many businesses will be 
able to complete these projects 

• Ensure projects in major areas are completed, but also ensure regional projects that have been 
overlooked in the past are considered 

• Break larger projects into smaller sub-projects so more contractors have bidding opportunities 
• Roll out this years’ shovel ready projects, but also increase in design investment to ensure there 

is great options for projects in 2021. Addressing COVID-19 is a marathon, not a sprint, and 
putting investment into new design this year will improve our position for 2021 

 
“Our industry has proven we can be relied upon to deliver a safe work environment and manage the 
risks involved with the COVID-19 pandemic,” said Hambley. “Now we’re ready to help restart the 
Manitoba economy”. 
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